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To  the  Education  Committee 

of  the 

Notts.  County  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1916. 


March,  1917. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  ninth  Annual  Report,  which  deals 
with  the  year  1916. 

The  exigencies  of  the  War,  the  reduction  of  Staff,  and  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  Board  of  Education  combine  in  making  it  necessary  that 
the  present  report  should  be  as  short  as  possible.  Everything  has  been 
omitted  except  the  barest  essentials. 

The  Staff  has  been  reduced  to : — 

One  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  namely — 

Dr.  Rose  Hudson,  who  has  accomplished  a  very  large  amount  of 
work  most  efffcientlv. 

Five  School  Nurses ,  namely — 

Miss  Simmons,  L.O.S.,  C.M.B.,  returned  from  Military  Nursing  in 
Serbia,  March  18th. 

Miss  Barker. 

Miss  Collier,  Cert,  for  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse,  R.S.I., 
returned  from  Nursing  in  Home  Military  Hospitals,  July  9th. 
Miss  Haylock,  C.M.B.,  Cert.  Royal  San.  Inst. 

Miss  Vint,  C.M.B. 

Two  of  these  were  absent  part  of  the  year ;  and,  further,  Miss 
Simmons  and  Miss  Haylock  act  as  Assistant  Inspectors  of  Midwives. 

Clerks. 

Miss  Wheat. 

Miss  Evans  (appointed  October  80th,  1916). 

The  Chief  Clerk,  Mr.  S.  Temple  Brown,  gives  general  supervision, 
and  manages  the  spectacle  department. 
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The  average  number  of  children  on  the  hooks  was  48,175,  and  the 
average  attendance  about  42,887. 


The  modified  system  of  medical  inspection  commenced  in  July,  1015, 
has  been  continued  during  1916,  and  has  answered  exceedingly  well. 


The  “Code”  groups  of  “Entrants,”  “Leavers,”  and  “Intermediates” 
have  not  been  examined,  but  only  “  Special  Cases,”  which  are  examined 
as  completely  and  thoroughly  as  any  of  the  “Code”  groups  and  are 
supplied  with  the  ordinary  cards. 


These  “Special  Cases”  are  selected  in  part  by  the  Head  Teacher 
on  account  of  some  apparent  ill  health  or  want  of  efficiency  or  progress 
in  school  work,  and  in  part  by  the  School  Nurse  from  general  observa¬ 
tion  at  a  previous  visit  to  the  school. 

In  this  way  all  the  823  School  Departments  in  the  Education 
County  have  been  medically  inspected  during  the  year,  except  two.  One 
of  these  was  temporarily  closed  at  the  time  of  the  doctor’s  visit,  and  the 
other  has  been  closed  for  a  longer  period. 


The  practice  of  examining  only  “Special  Cases”  has  enabled  Miss 
Hudson  to  visit  from  three  to  six  small  schools  in  a  day  instead  of  only 
one  or  at  most  two. 


The  results,  too,  have  been  highly  satisfactory.  The  number  of 
“Special  Cases”  examined  reached  3,485. 


Table  I. 


Special  Cases. 

Age. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

Boys  ... 

13 

155 

222 

266 

250 

209 

187 

172 

146 

55 

2 

1077 

Girls  ... 

6 

152 

192 

240 

239 

212 

232 

233 

223 

70 

9 

1808 

Totals . . . 

19 

307 

414 

506 

489 

421 

419 

405 

369 

125 

11 

3485 

Defects  were  found  in  665  children  for  which  treatment  was  advised 


In  the  previous  year,  1915,  when  6,712  children  were  examined,  of 
whom  4,854  were  “Code  Groups,”  only  652  children  were  found  with 
defects  needing  treatment.  This  shows  very  clearly  that  the  present 
system  allows  very  few  defective  children  to  escape  observation,  and 
suitable  treatment  is  advised.  The  results  of  treatment  are  shown  in 
Table  II. 
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The  number  of  defects  treated  was  482,  or  48  per  cent.  The  smaller 
proportion  compared  with  1915  is  entirely  due  to  diminished  Staff 
causing  less  active  following  up. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  large  number  of  verminous  children 
treated  by  their  parents  or  by  the  School  Nurses. 

The  most  important  requirement  to  improve  the  proportion  and  the 
quality  of  the  treatment  is  a  Clinic  where  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 
could  be  adequately  and  efficiently  treated.  It  is  greatly  to  be  desired 
that  this  should  be  undertaken  after  the  war. 

Following'  up. — All  the  children  in  whom  defects  have  been  dis¬ 
covered  are  “  followed  up  ”  by  being  visited  at  home  by  one  of  the 
Nurses,  and  are  also  re-examined  by  one  of  the  School  Medical  Officers 
on  the  next  occasion  that  the  school  is  inspected.  In  this  way  2282 
children  have  been  re-examined. 

Eye  Work  . — The  Special  Refraction  Examinations  have  been  con¬ 
tinued  as  far  as  possible  by  Dr.  Rose  Hudson,  single  handed,  during  1918, 
in  addition  to  her  other  work.  The  chief  centres  have  been  :  — 

The  Shire  Hall,  Hucknall,  Mansfield  Woodhouse,  Newark,  Sutton- 
in-Ashfield,  Warsop,  and  Worksop. 

The  number  of  children  examined  has  reached  517,  compared  with 
528  in  1915,  when  Dr.  Holmes  was  giving  a  large  amount  of  time  to 
this  work  before  undertaking  military  duties.  In  addition,  94  children 
were  re-examined,  making  a  total  of  611.  The  results  are  given  in 
Table  III. 

Table  III. — Analysis  of  Special  Eye  Cases,  1916. 

Number  of  children  examined — 517. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Hypermetropia 

100 

166 

266 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  ... 

96 

42 

188 

Myopia 

20 

27 

47 

Myopic  Astigmatism 

12 

12 

24 

Mixed  Astigmatism... 

11 

10 

21 

Anisometropia 

4 

8 

7 

Corneal  Opacities 

7 

5 

12 

Lamellar  Cataract  ... 

1 

1 

2 

♦ 

251 

266 

517 

The  above  include  128  cases  of  Squint 
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Spectacles. — The  following  short  Table  gives  the  results  as  regards 
the  prescription  and  supply  of  spectacles. 


Number  of  children  examined  for  Refraction  ...  ...  517 

„  „  not  requiring  glasses  ...  ...  158 

„  of  Spectacles  prescribed  ...  ...  ...  859 

,,  „  supplied  ...  ...  ...  284 

,,  of  children  who  failed  to  obtain  glasses  ...  75 


The  proportion  of  children  requiring  glasses  who  have  obtained 
them  reached  79-0  per  cent. 

In  addition,  spectacles  were  supplied  to  31  children  examined  in  the 
year  1915,  12  examined  in  the  year  1914,  and  five  examined  in  the  year 
1918. 

The  total  number  of  spectacles  supplied  to  fresh  children  during  the 
year  reached  332. 

Further,  179  pairs  of  spectacles  previously  supplied  were  repaired  or 
renewed  during  the  year. 

Thus,  a  total  of  511  pairs  of  spectacles  passed  through  the  office  in 
1916 — in  itself  no  small  undertaking. 

The  measuring  of  tha  children  for  the  spectacle  frames  has  been 
undertaken  free  of  cost  by  Messrs.  Rowley,  as  in  previous  years. 

In  order  to  meet  the  case  of  necessitous  children,  the  Education 
Committee  paid  the  full  cost  of  the  spectacles  in  nine  cases,  and  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  cost  in  13  cases.  The  total  expense  of  the  22  pairs  of 
spectacles  only  amounted  to  £3  15s.  6d. 

The  School  Nurses  made  1,279  home  visits  in  connection  with  the 
eye  work  generally. 

Dental  Work. — Owing  to  the  continued  absence  of  the  School 
Dentist  on  military  duty  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  supplying  his 
place,  the  dental  work  has  continued  in  abeyance. 

School  Nurses. — Of  the  pre-war  staff  of  seven  School  Nurses  three 
have  remained  at  work  during  the  whole  year,  two  returned  from  military 
nursing  in  the  middle  of  the  year  and  have  continued  at  work,  raising 
the  staff  to  five.  Two  are  still  away. 
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Two  of  the  five  give  part  of  their  time  to  the  inspection  of  Midwives. 
Consequently,  the  Nurses  have  been  decidedly  understaffed  for  school 
work,  especially  since  the  restricted  train  service  has  increased  the  difficulty 
of  travelling. 

A  commencement  was  made  in  the  middle  of  the  year  of  employing 
one  of  the  School  Nurses  in  the  home  visiting  of  cases  of  measles 
where  it  had  been  necessary  to  close  the  school.  The  results  were  sat¬ 
isfactory,  and  the  schools  were  enabled  to  re-open  more  quickly. 

The  work  of  the  School  Nurses  has  not  diminished  in  the  same 
proportion  as  the  medical  inspection.  There  has  been  the  same  amount 
of  “following  up,”  as  a  rather  larger  number  of  children  with  defects 
have  been  discovered.  And  the  only  way  of  keeping  in  check  the  ver¬ 
minous  condition  of  the  girls’  hair  is  by  frequent  inspection  of  the  whole 
of  the  girls  in  the  schools  by  the  Nurses,  independently  of  the  dates 
fixed  for  medical  inspection.  In  this  way  58,644  inspections  of  girls’ 
hair  have  been  made,  including  many  girls  inspected  two,  three,  or  more 
times. 

Pediculosis. — It  must  be  clearly  understood  that  the  standard  adopted 
in  this  County  for  examining  the  hair  of  the  children  is  a  high  one. 
No  child  is  passed  who  has  nits  in  the  hair,  however  few.  It  will  be 
readily  observed  that  the  bad  cases,  namely,  those  with  “  many  ”  or  “very 
many”  nits  are  very  few — only  424  out  of  a  total  of  20,710  examined. 
Indeed,  those  with  very  many  nits  only  numbered  14.  No  children  had 
living  vermin  in  the  hair.  This  of  itself  is  a  great  improvement  upon 
the  conditions  prevalent  a  few  years  ago,  when  it  was  not  very  uncommon 
to  find  living  vermin  the  hair. 

Notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  Staff  the  results  are  the  best  yet 
obtained,  the  number  of  girls  whose  hair  was  found  entirely  free  from 
any  trace  of  vermin  reaching  54-4  per  cent.,  compared  with  83-0  per  cent, 
in  1908. 

647  children  were  excluded. 

1,653  boys  were  examined,  of  whom  1,558  were  found  clean. 
Short  hair  is  a  very  useful  protection. 

678  children  have  been  examined  by  the  School  Nurses  for  the 
presence  of  body  lice,  and  139  were  found  to  be  affected  and  were  excluded 
from  school.  The  boys  and  girls  are  about  equally  affected  with  this 
parasite,  which  spreads  in  the  home  and  but  little  in  the  school.  To 
remedy  this,  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  the  homes  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  are  required. 


This  parasite  is  of  even  more  importance  than  the  Pediculus  Capitis — 
a  different  insect — because  the  Pediculus  Corporis,  or  body  louse,  is  the 
main  agent  concerned  in  the  spread  of  Typhus  Fever.  Lice,  probably, 
are  unable  to  cause  the  disease,  but  they  spread  it  from  person  to  person 
when  once  introduced. 

Much  attention  has  been  directed  to  this  most  disagreeable  subject 
during  the  war  on  account  of  the  great  epidemic  of  Typhus  in  Serbia, 
which  was  spread  in  this  way.  Pediculosis  is  inseparable  from  Trench 
warfare,  though  much  has  been  done  to  mitigate  it.  The  chief  point  of 
civilian  interest  is  to  remember  that  the  habit  of  not  completely  changing 
the  clothing  at  night,  but  sleeping  in  the  garments  worn  during  the  day 
is  the  main  cause  of  the  spread  of  the  parasite.  This  is  often  unavoid¬ 
able  on  active  service  conditions,  but  there  is  no  sufficient  excuse  for  it 
in  civil  life.  A  daily  change  of  clothing  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  remedy. 


Table  IV.  Hair  Examination.  Girls. 
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School  Closure. — Daring  the  year  59  schools  were  closed  on  account 
of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases.  The  usual  period  of  closure  was 
three  weeks. 

The  diseases  necessitating  closure,  and  the  number  of  schools  closed 


for  each  disease  were  as  follows:  — 

Disease. 

Number  of  Schools. 

Measles  ... 

45 

Mumps  ... 

8 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

4 

Chicken  Pox 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Diphtheria 

1 

59 

The  number  closed  in  1915  was  87.  In  the  second  half  of  the  year 
1916  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  was  exceedingly  small. 

The  schools  were  cleaned  and  disinfected  before  being  re-opened. 

Schools  occupied  for  Military  Purposes.— In  West  Bridgford 
two  schools  have  been  occupied  as  a  Military  Hospital  since  April,  1915, 
Accommodation  has  been  found  for  the  children  in  various  ways,  the 
chief  of  which  is  the  use  of  ‘‘half-time  shifts”  and  the  regular  use  of 
the  Central  Halls.  No  serious  ill  results  have  been  apparent  from  teach¬ 
ing  two  sets  of  children  in  one  school,  but  much  care  has  been  taken 
about  the  cleaning  and  ventilation  of  the  buildings. 

At  Lowdham  the  Infants’  School  was  used  for  billeting  troops,  but 
the  school  has  been  restored  to  its  normal  use  since  April  27th,  1916. 

At  Worksop  three  large  blocks  of  schools  were  occupied  by  troops 
for  many  months,  but  have  been  restored  since  May  80th,  1916. 

The  County  High  School  for  Girls,  at  Retford,  was  in  military 
occupation  for  a  long  time.  It  was  greatly  missed.  It  has  been  restored 
for  educational  work  since  April  80th,  1916. 

Mental  Deficiency. — During  1916  it  has  not  been  possible  for  the 
School  Medical  Officers,  who  are  Certifying  Officers  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act,  to  keep  pace  with  the  new  cases.  Two  children  were 
examined  and  reported  to  the  Education  Committee. 
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Ringworm. — During  the  year  125  cases  of  ringworm  have  been  dis¬ 
covered  bv  the  School  Nurses.  Those  not  alreadv  under  the  care  of  a 

•  /  V 

doctor  are  supplied  with  ointment,  the  use  of  which  is  explained.  In 
this  way  the  spread  of  the  disease  is  greatly  limited  and  some  cases  are 
cured. 

Scabies  has  been  troublesome  in  a  few  schools  and  has  required  a 
good  deal  of  attention  from  the  School  Nurses. 

Clothing  and  Footgear. — None  of  the  children  examined  had 
insufficient  clothing  although  a  large  number  were  unsuitably  clothed. 

The  footgear  is  more  unsatisfactory — only  a  small  proportion  of  the 
boots  and  shoes  are  really  watertight.  The  children  should  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  bring  a  second  pair  of  shoes  to  school  to  change  on  wet  days. 
This  is  done  in  a  few  of  the  schools  with  very  satisfactory  results. 


Table  V. 

Return  shewing  the  Physical  Condition  of  all  Children  Inspected. 


Special  Cases. 

CONDITION. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Ter 

cent. 

Total  Inspected 

1677 

1808 

3485 

•  • 

( 

Satisfactory 

1677 

1807 

3484 

99-98 

Clothing 

*< 

1 

\ 

Unsatisfactory  . . 

0 

1 

1 

0-02 

f 

Satisfactory 

1676 

1805 

3481 

99-9 

T OOTGEAR 

J 

l 

Unsatisfactory  . . 

1 

3 

4 

01 

r Clean,  i.e.,  no  nits 

1577 

1090 

2667 

76-4 

Cleanliness 
of  Head  1 

or  pediculi 
Nits  only  . . 

100 

718 

818 

23-6 

I 

^Pediculi  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

/  Clean 

1671 

1804 

3475 

99-78 

Cleanliness 
of  Body 

Dirty 

5 

4 

9 

0-2 

'  Pediculi  present. . 

1 

0 

1 

0-02 

Excellent 

11 

19 

30 

0-8 

Normal 

1427 

1537 

2964 

85-0 

Nutrition  -< 

Below  normal 

226 

234 

460 

13-4 

Bad  . . 

13 

18 

31 

0-8 

"No  Defect 

875 

1043 

1918 

54-9 

Mouth  Breather 

218 

159 

377 

10-8 

Nose 

Tonsils  slightly 

186 

206 

392 

11-25 

and  < 

enlarged 

Throat 

Tonsils  much  enlarged 

192 

223 

415 

11-95 

Adenoids  slight 

179 

153 

332 

9-5 

^Adenoids  marked 

27 

24 

51 

1-5 

No  Disease  . . 

1600 

1690 

3290 

94-5 

Blepharitis  .  . 

31 

36 

67 

1-9 

External 

Eye 

Conjunctivitis 

9 

24 

33 

0-9 

Disease 

Corneal  Opacity 

20 

37 

57 

1  6 

'Other  Diseases 

17 

21 

38 

1.1 

No 

Disease 

1568 

1727 

3295 

91  5 

Obstruction — Iiight  . . 

7 

2 

9 

0-25 

,,  Left  . . 

3 

1 

4 

0-15 

Ear 

,,  Both  . . 

8 

3 

11 

0-3 

Disease 

Otonhcea — Bight 

31 

20 

51 

1-5 

,,  Left 

17 

23 

40 

115 

,,  Both 

42 

30 

72 

2-07 

.Other  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

0.08 

Table  V. 

Return  shewing  the  Physical  Condition  of  all  Children 

Inspected — Continued . 


Special  Cases. 

Condition. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

Total  Inspected 

1677 

1808 

3485 

*  • 

'Sound 

154 

170 

324 

9-3 

Less  than  4  decayed 

4  i7 

497 

934 

26-8 

Teeth 

4  or  more  decayed 

1073 

1120 

2193 

62-9 

Sepsis 

13 

21 

34 

10 

'No  Disease 

1633 

1737 

3370 

96-8 

Heart 

Organic  Disease 

21 

24 

45 

1-2 

and 

Circula-' 

Functional  Disease  . . 

13 

26 

39 

11 

tion. 

Anasmia 

9 

19 

28 

0-8 

Other  Defect  . . 

1 

2 

3 

01 

No  Disease 

1642 

1772 

3414 

98-0 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

24 

27 

51 

1*4 

&  Bronchial  Catarrh 

Lungs 

■{ 

Tuberculosis  . . 

1 

2 

3 

o-i 

,,  suspected.. 

3 

3 

6 

0-2 

Other  Disease 

7 

4 

11 

0-3 

|  No  Disease  . . 

1661 

1780 

3441 

98-8 

Nervous 

j  Epilepsy  (major  or 

4  minor) 

Chorea 

8 

11 

19 

0-5 

System 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

. . 

Other  Disease 

8 

17 

25 

0-7 

'No  Disease 

1660 

1788 

3448 

98-9 

Ringworm — Body 

1 

3 

4 

0-15 

,,  Head 

6 

9 

15 

0-4 

Skin  J 

Impetigo  . . 

4 

5 

9 

0*25 

Scabies 

2 

2 

4 

0*15 

Other  Disease  . . 

4 

1 

5 

0*15 

i 

No  Disease 

1643 

1776 

3419 

98-2 

Rickets  - 

Slight  . . 

18 

15 

33 

0-9 

Marked 

16 

17 

33 

0-9 

Table  V. 

Return  shewing  the  Physical  Condition  of  all  Children 

Inspected — Continued. 


Special  Cases. 

CnNDTTKTV. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

Total  I  ns  pi 

CTED 

1677 

1808 

3485 

( No  Deformity 

1650 

1773 

3423 

98-3 

Deformities  -1 

(Deformity  present 

27 

35 

62 

1*7 

/No  Disease 

1663 

1796 

3459 

99*2 

Tuberculosis 

Glandular 

2 

5 

7 

0-2 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Bones  and  Joints 

9 

6 

15 

0-45 

Other  forms 

3 

1 

4 

0T5 

Not  Defective  . . 

1613 

1761 

3374 

96-8 

Speech  - 

Defective  Articulation 

55 

44 

99 

2*8 

„  Stammering  . . 

9 

3 

12 

0-4 

Normal 

1434 

1544 

2978 

85-5 

Mental 

Condition 

Dull  or  Backward 

203 

238 

441 

12-6 

v  Mentally  Deficient . . 

40 

26 

66 

1-9 

( 6/6  each  eye  :  normal 

vision 

1011 

1174 

2185 

62-6 

Less  than  6/6  but  not 

less  than  6/9  in  one 

Vision  -< 

or  both  eyes . . 

Less  than  6/9  in  one  or 

230 

197 

427 

12-2 

both  eyes  and  requir¬ 
ing  treatment 

289 

278 

567 

16 ‘2 

^Squint  . . 

147 

159 

306 

9-0 

[ Normal  Hearing  20  feel 

1510 

1660 

3170 

91 -2 

each  ear 

Defective  right  ear 

25 

26 

51 

1*4 

Hearing- 

,,  left  ear 

30 

15 

45 

1-2  1 

A 

,,  both  ears  .. 

112 

107 

219 

6-2 

-pw •  (Not  present  .. 

Other  Disease  e 

1674 

1803 

3477 

99-8 

or  Defect 

( Present 

3 

5 

8 

0-2 

Presence  of 

Parents 

910 

1092 

2002 

575 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  PUPIL  TEACHERS, 
INTENDING  TEACHERS,  etc. 

This  work  has  been  most  carefully  carried  out  by  Dr  Rose  Hudson, 
and  her  report,  which  follows,  shows  constant  progress,  though  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  teeth  and  of  the  hair  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

The  systematic  medical  examination  of  all  new  pupil  teachers, 
bursars,  intending  teachers,  and  pupil  teacher  candidate  Scholarship 
holders  has  been  carried  out  in  this  County  since  1906. 

During  1916  there  were  219  candidates  examined — 154  girls  and  65 
boys.  This  number  included  62  girls  and  22  boys  who  were  examined 
this  year  for  the  second  time. 

The  examination  is  thorough,  and  with  the  help  of  a  Nurse  takes 
on  an  average  17  minutes  for  each  candidate.  It  includes  a  record  of 
the  height  and  weight  and  chest  measurements  as  well  as  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  lungs,  heart,  sight,  hearing,  throat,  teeth,  hair,  and  urine,  in 
addition  to  general  constitutional  conditions. 

The  centres  at  which  these  examinations  were  held  were  Nottingham, 
Hucknall,  Newark,  Mansfield  Woodhouse,  and  Retford. 

The  candidates  were  divided,  as  usual,  into  three  classes  : — 

A,  B,  and  C. 

Class  A  included  all  those  candidates  who  had  no  serious  defect,  and 
these  were  passed  without  further  comment. 

Class  B  included  all  those  candidates  who  had  one  or  more  defects, 
and  these  candidates  were  passed  when  the  defect  or  defects  had  been 
satisfactorily  treated. 

Class  C  included  all  those  candidates  who  had  not  been  vaccinated, 
and  in  addition  those  candidates  who  had  such  serious  defects  as  to 
necessitate  rejection. 


Tabulated  Result. 


Girls. 

Boys. 

Total. 

Class  A 

47 

14 

61 

Class  B 

90 

42 

132 

Class  C 

17 

9 

26 

17 


Twenty-five  of  the  26  candidates  were  placed  in  Class  C  on  account 
of  non -vaccination,  and  on  being  vaccinated  seven  were  transferred  to 
Class  A  and  1G  to  Class  B,  leaving  three  candidates  in  Class  C.  These 
three  candidates  were  finally  rejected,  two  on  account  of  non-vaccination 
and  one  on  account  of  defective  eyesight. 

The  final  result,  therefore,  was : — 

Class  A  G8  or  81*05  per  cent. 

Class  B  148  or  67*57  per  cent. 

Class  C  8  or  1*36  per  cent. 

CLEANLINESS. — The  general  cleanliness  of  the  candidates  was 
quite  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  the  condition  of  the  hair  in  the 
girls.  Twenty-four  girls,  or  15*5  per  cent.,  had  nits  in  the  hair.  These 
girls  were  re-examined  repeatedly  and  were  not  passed  until  the  hair  was 
found  to  be  quite  free  from  nits. 

TEETH. — The  condition  of  the  teeth  showed  very  little  improve¬ 
ment.  Only  18  per  cent,  of  the  candidates  had  a  sound  set  of  teeth  or 
had  all  their  teeth  made  sound  by  stopping,  each  candidate  having  on 
an  average  four  decayed  teeth.  There  were  15*9  per  cent,  who  had  some 
teeth  stopped.  Twenty  per  cent,  of  the  candidates  seldom  used  a  tooth 
brush. 


VISION. — Twenty-eight  girls  and  15  boys  had  defective  vision. 
Eleven  girls  and  four  boys  had  already  been  examined  and  treated. 
Seventeen  girls  and  11  boys  were  referred  to  an  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  for 
examination. 

The  candidates  with  defective  vision  included  :  — 

7  cases  of  hypermetropia. 

11  ,,  myopia. 

12  ,,  hypermetropic  astigmatism. 

10  ,,  myopic  astigmatism. 

3  ,,  squint. 

TONSILS  AND  ADENOIDS. — Fifty-one  girls  and  21  boys  had 
enlarged  tonsils,  but  in  32  girls  and  18  boys  the  enlargement  was  only 
slight.  Four  girls  and  four  boys  had  adenoids. 
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PERCENTAGE  OF  DEFECTS. 


Defective 

Sight. 

Per  Cent. 

Enlarged 

Tonsils 

Per  Cent. 

Albuminuria. 

Per  Cent. 

Lateral 
Curvature 
of  Spine. 
Per  Cent. 

4  or  more 
Carious 
Teeth. 

Per  Cent. 

Girls. 

20-12 

88*11 

12*83 

9*74 

35*06 

Boys. 

81*14 

86*92 

4*61 

10-76 

41*53 

PRESENCE  OF  PARENTS. — A  parent  or  near  relative  of  the 
candidate  was  present  at  the  examination  in  71  per  cent,  of  the  girls 
and  69  per  cent,  of  the  boys. 

EXAMINATION  OF  FEE  PAYING  SCHOLARS.— In  addition, 
28  scholars  were  examined  at  the  Retford  County  High  School  for  Girls. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  HANDFORD,  M.D., 

Chief  School  Medical  Officer. 


